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In 1971 a six-day state of civil defence emergency was declared because of an extensive bush fire that ripped through the area. This fire resulted in the loss of a number of sawmills and houses in Waikawa and surrounds (which started from a “controlled burn”). While disastrous for those who lost property, this particular fire has also been credited with breaking in much of the pastoral lands in the area.

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]Seventeen years later in 1988 a community meeting was called by the then Southland County Council to form a volunteer rural fire force in Waikawa. This was in part due to the county council having a surplus fire tanker from the Tokanui Volunteer Fire Brigade. The community was quick to take up this offer with several people volunteering. Within six months of formation, the old school bus shelter had been shifted to the current fire station site and reassembled on land obtained by the council. The Waikawa Volunteer Rural Fire Force was now operational and in 1998 the old water taker was replaced due to internal corrosion with a 1968 Bedford fire appliance.

One of the largest fires to occur at Waikawa burnt through the sand-dunes towards Curio Bay during the 1990s. Around this time tragedy struck the force when one of its members suffered a major heart attack and passed away at the fire station while getting out of the fire appliance which had just returned to the station. This unfortunate incident resulted in a number of younger members of the community joining the force. Previously the youngest member of the force was 60 years of age, a scenario that was unsustainable long term.

In 2003 the control of the force changed from Southland District Council to the Southern Rural Fire Authority and since then much has been achieved, including the Southern RFA providing a brand new appliance in 2008 and rebuilding and extending the fire station in 2009. The Waikawa Volunteer Rural Fire Force has continued to go from strength to strength under the leadership of the current controller Mike Bashford, assisted by his deputy Vaughan Stronach. They supported other Southern RFA crews at major incidents at Gorge Road and Holz Road, as well as being available to respond further afield if required and available. Being the sole emergency service in the Waikawa area, a large number of incidents attended are medical first response events as well as the occasional fire and motor vehicle accident.


Original Bedford water tanker put into service by Southland County Council at Waikawa





1968 Bedford fire appliance that replaced the original Bedford water tanker around 1998





Waikawa VRFF today. Under Southern RFA control their station has been rebuilt and extended, their equipment has been upgraded and replaced and the station was given a new fire appliance in 2008.








